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cafe loft Tebee Crete: 
fhou the things: that’ are 
wanting; amlordam Elders in. 
-matwinl Someal boi mao icity 
Mikic, general Defigr Scape of: thefe 
reads them The great 
fof 
Crete, he: Tine than vo benld there: 
|whide'\se\ was -refident “Pit 
Stads haw, ‘to hin of that 
‘upon he cblasds doth onlp 
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e terms, 
fet t nings sobich are 


Dh 


2. a more particular Account of one fpecal 
Charge left upon him, And ordaiz Elders in ‘every 
City, as I had appointed thee. 

That which we have Me the firft Place, is 
briefly to open to . what needs — in 
the words; 

fet in oder, 1s no where elf ufed in the New Te- 
ftament, nor in the Verfion of the Old by theSep- 
tuagint that I can find: divers learned Interpre- 
ters do, here. render it. by Corrigas, that thon 
corred And his Notes, fag 
a word more: expreflive: of) its: Emphafis, 
corrigas, which im 
and exattnefs ; as one that gocsovera Work again, 
that hemay be fure toleave no blemith upon 


ijans and found Dodrine, .and 
with this fully concurs,Us 
res vitiofas corrigas;. That, thom foould corred the 
things thatiare faulty 5, And it is evident:in the fee 


guel | of the Epiftle, That this: was: one :part:of 


bis Work.:; But I conceive this: is not {6 immedi» 
ately intended by this term,. but'rather, ‘The'fet- 


Order. of their Communion in: the 
who were Members of. it,. in-a full.and 


& faummam li- 


exact agreement. |with: the Rule of Chrift's 


bring: 


to. corsect/ with accuracy 

ie. Some underftand part of Tar his 
the Cret 


od element. and difpofing of things,relating tothe 
niger Offices and’ Government in Houle of God, . 
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‘much; cancesned jin, her Oxder,| not fach an Order 


th 


Texts: The Conyerts. in, every City were: not 


gome, together..in one. place for the Worthip. of 


yet the, People were not, excluded fromthe juft 


bring to ‘perfection during his ftay, with them; 
term of; near afhoity with this in our, 
in Heb, 9. 10. where; the, Days of; the 
‘Gofpel are called. the Times of Reformation be- 
caufe in them the State of the Church is brought 
to its utmoft perfection here on Earth, and all 
w,. is fully {applied 


that was wanting.in.the La 


of The Edification: a d Beauty. of the Church is 


as Superftition wall) diftate,, litigious, Nicety: 
contend for, but fuch as we have already defcri- 
bed ;;, which fers her in a.conformity with Chrift’s 
particularly the filling up of the 
ces .which.he bath appointed,,with Perfons daly 
qualified for. the adminiftration of them, and.the 
regular. aéting . both‘.of Officers and Members in 


‘The: particular: Charge. given to, is, To. 
ed by, conference, with AZ, 14.23. where the pra- 
dice of the Apoltles.themfelves is recorded, And 
mAly and the fame in thefe 


A 


Et cum 

fuftragiis cre. 
God.;' andfo,.to ordain. them. Elders exeny £rafm. 
City, was,to,do, it in every. Ghurch, And tho! more 
thefe firft, Ordinations were by: extraordinary.Men, rum qui por- 


fuffragia fere- - 
right of; chafing. theix. own Minifters for, they bant. 


were. 


then but. they might. conveniently 
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were appomted to their' with the 
fen Pate of he Th 


wras to prefide in the tahagement Of this AL 
fait for thetr Guidance and Dere@ion, both with 
refpet to the Office it felf and thei choice of 
Petfons duly qualified forit. 


of wall y toto 
upoti the of thot Perfons 
order int the Churches.’ ‘And, 


"The Perton that imploy 


eel it this Ser: 
Pie! bears the Charadter, and ‘had thé 


Chrift: Hence our Apoftle, when he would re- 
prefent to the Galatians the ity of las Of- 
fice, ‘that he might recover them to a ftability in 
that whictt ‘he had preached to tiem: 
telfs cher, Gal. 1:1. that he was tin not 
of Men; acter Murr, but by’ rd 
God the: Publier. Ordinary Paftors 
_ OF they were ‘hot of Mes ; that id, 
not their Aathonty front Men, ‘Hor 
Mien, be ‘Brought to thict ‘Office the 
Gall oF the 

& 


Oherch ; But wastot fo-with the 
poltlés of Ohrit; were nether oF Mei 
Het by Men; bee Had? their ane 

enc 
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qualified 

Abilities the: Wore were ‘called and 
had. she .srfallible :cuidguce of the Spiritin their 
Doftrine, which was. but, neceflacy, the 
Churches were to be’ founded and built there- 
The A aad Prophets 
of the New Toftament are the Fousdation,.in rer 
fpett of their the’ Jefys whom 
‘they preached, is the only, Foundation, of the 
Church, in relpe& of Tralt, and, Copfadenee. 
The Power of the Apoliles extended to allathe 
and wascqual im all when sey 
ted, and therefore, Paul faith, “The care 2 Cor. 11. 28. 

of Chunches-cameuper bias daily. Bind 
4 Fruof shisCare; ia the difcharge of his Office, 
he gives forth this Comaiffion to Taw 5 end 
herein we muft confider him as aGing by-vartue of — 
that Authority which himfelf had received from 


Chraft, who. is the frft. SubjeZ,, and: Head of all 
Ecolefialtical Power pad, Jurifdidien There is | | 
no fuch thing as Authority ip pr over.the | 
but )is derived from ,;Corift, whojhath a 


23. Tike Perlor imployed; oft Tita had the 

aod ofan Evengelift.'. ‘The 

tho’ .wferior £0. and. di 
attend themotion and direfion of the Apoftles, 
as afliftant tothem in preaching theGolpel, and 
Churches in due order when 


Ve 


eed)" And tio” Be -not-ex 


compare 
to Femothy, 48 particularly’ 
‘2 Tins 4. 


‘And every: 


Ce) 


prefly called ao 
Evangelift, yet if. we confider his Imj 
and Ep “to” him‘ with th 


“writ- 
charged to’ do 
the Work of an Boangelift; we ‘thall have no rea- 


fon to'doubt their being both ‘in the fame capaci- 
ty: And't not Diocejan’ Bifhops in 
their 


, but were fometimes im- 
ane part the World, and fometimes 
im another, as the Service of the Gof uired 
their atendance. And? the 
extraordinary’ Officers, and 'the compleati 
the Cation oF the New Teftament, Chick. 
‘Offices and Affairs are to be and guided 
by the ordinaty"and ftanding Rule’ of the Scrip- 

tticular Congregation hath 
not only right, ‘bit is in duty bound to difpole her 
that'Order;' and wndeér that Rule and Go- 


‘our Text, and the ell fo fome 
The firft Inftance ire Gling Ofder 


in-@Chriftian Church; by the ordaining' of ordi- 
nary Officers therein, is that of the appointment 
‘Deacons in. the Church of Ferufadem, Aas 6. 
this Ptake to be ineluded’'in the general 
‘Commiffion here given'to Titus; That be fhould fet 
an order the-things that are wanting 3 for it appears 
that the Churches had both Bifhops, or 
Elders, ‘andDeacons, ordained ‘in’ them, 
“prong ht t6-that Settlement and which they 
were 
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Co) 
were to: in, ‘Andthe necef- 
fity of fach.an Office, and’ Officers. inthe Church, 
when the numbér of her Members : is: increafed, 
will quickly.appear,)as 1t did inthe Church at Fes 
rafalem for, Whee the number of the Diferples A&.6 
was multiplyed, there arofe a nruimuringof the Gres 
cians (OF Hellenifts) againft tke becaufe 
their Widows were megletted in the daily Miniftra- 
tion, ~The here mentioned, .were not di- 
Gentiles, or Greeks by Nation, but fuch of the Jue PS Pale 
mong the Greeks; ing their, Language, 
were called: Hellemiifs, in from’ thole 
born.and bred up in ‘Fudea, fpake,the 
mon jewilh ‘which was a kindoof Hallenitee, 
Chaldgo-Syriack an jis.called the Hebrew Tongue, Gracienfes 
22.2.) becaufé. of sits! :then common ufe.a- 
mong thé Hebrews or Seed of Abraham in Fudeas 
and. with’ refpett to this,’ Pax! affirms: of himfelf 
that he was an Hebrew of the Hebrews, Phil. 3. vid, etiam"? 
Now upon: this» murmuring: of the Hellenifts, 
for the prevention of all diforder or neglect of » 
this kind for the future; * The twelve cafled the 7. 2,3 4. 
“multitude of the Difciples unto them, and told 
‘them, That it was unréafonable for;them to be 
taken off fromthe more weighty imploiment of 
preaching the ‘Gofpel to give theirmattendance 
“upon an Affair’ of this: nature's, and therefore | 
that they might liberty, to give themfelves 
‘continually to Prayer, the Minifltry of the 
“Word, and*yer ithe neceflities of the: poor and 
‘difpent penfing ‘of ‘the Churches Almes be 


ed for ‘alfo; They commanded #hemto 


out fronamong ithem{tlves' feyeni Men of 
honeft 
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“honeft Repost, fall of the Holy Ghoft and Wit 
‘dom whom they might appoint’ over this 
‘nels which was. ydone.  Thisis in 
fhortthe Hiltory of the firftOrdmation of Dea: 

Gnd in this cafe what was Grit jn 

this kind,\weas the Rule» Standard of 
what fhould afterwards be done, we fhall take a 


A Deacon being Officer 
ae the Church, ap to miniltertherein for the 
aie Relief of the Poor; The Ele&ion of thefe Off- 


cersof right belongs to that Congregation where 
thts Capacity; And the Holy | 
fipolties, tho’ velted with an extraordina 
i and peculiarly antoufted by Chrift wi 


pointment of fuch an Office and Officers, 
ey hac inforared. the Church 
given’ them a Rule to proceed by, left them. 
20-thelr Own-voluntaryand freechoice. 
eepturi 5 


atque ipfi eligunt-& profucunt, manibus ordigant, decha- 
rants Theoph, 


Tum curation¢ 


Seven, was faited tothe prefent Neceility or Con- 
venience of that numerous. Congregation in 
which they were to minifter, and isnot intended 
Reale, that neither y be 
appomred in any Congregation after 5 but that ts 
of the- Office with the Cincumftances of each par- 
excular Congregation, who are to govern their 
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The of she Churches procesd- 
| ‘ae in her Eledtion is Jaid before her, in an ac- 
count of thofe. Qualifications which are re 
in Perfons to be imployed in fuch a Trott; T 
muft be Mea of honef "Re port; Men whole Inno- usgneqsine. 
A anc approv: rity, y 
Gholt, and Waifdows And general, Terms 
are comprehenfive of the Particulars mentioned 
oan Apoftle, in that Rule which he hath givea 
about the fame Matter, in 1 Tim, 3. 8,9, 
the Deacons be grave, net double-tongued, not 
given. Wine, wot. greedy of filthy Lycee; 
Mystery of the Faith ju 4 pure Gonftience, 
we it isan examination and tryal of the Perions 
to be chofen by this Rule which the Apottle | a 
tends im the next words, ver. 10., And let these al- 
fo. firit be proved.) then let them ufé. the Office of 4 
Deacon, being found wamelefs. And this [the ra- 
ther mention, that I may rectify a Miltake which 
I think many have taken upfrom a mifiunderftand- 
ing of this Text, wherein they fuppofe that the 
Apoftle requires that a Trial fhould be made of 
Elders and:Deacons in the di(charge ef the proper 
Work of their Office, before they. are ordained 


to that Office: But this way of Trtal is as for- 
reign from the Text, as the notion afferted is in- 


withat (lf; for obferve, He doth pot 


Try whether they the Office of'a Deacon 
well, they.do before they have 
= then let them if for fome 
: 2 time 
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time they 
But the Trial he requires, antecedent to their 
ufing the Office of a Deacon ; and is no other 
than a diligent comparing of the Qualifications of 


the Perfons, with the Characters of One mect 


for fich'an Office which he had before’ fet down: 
This I take to be the plain fence 6f the words ; 
if this be not adeitted, we'muft fiippefe the 
Rule of one Apoftle to. contradiet the practice of 
others acting’ by the fame: infallible Gtiidance as 
hé ‘wrote, which is abfurd': Porit is plain in this 
of the Ais, that they were dirééted to examine 
and look into the Qualifications and fitnefs of the 
Perfons to be chofen for Deacons, before they 
made choice of thems and the Apoftles'did 
by folemn Ordination veft them with thei OF 
fice, ‘before they init, or Office of 


a Deacon. 


to the Work of a Deikot The 

Care ofithe’Poor is their fpecial Charge. And i in. 
order hereunto, the Contributions and Alms'of 
the Church are to be depofited with them, and im- 
trufted to their as 


pafs on to ‘what remains, wien F have a 
or two. 


2. To thofe who are this day ordained nd ap- 

Tort called them 
to-this Office. att 


have acquitted cheméelves well itt it; 


j 
| 
4 
> 
! 
| 
| 2 


i 


Firf ; Tothe Deacons; There are four things 
that I thal recommend.to you as neceflary in the 
diftharge of that Traft that is committed to 
you, viz, Faithfulnefs, Compatiion, Prudence, 
and. Diligence. 

4. FaithfulnefS 3 You have a Truft committed 


to you, wz. the Alms and Contributions of the 


Church, which are indeed a kindof. hallowed or 
dedicated things, and this is a confiderable Tratt 
yea the poor: Members of which are dear 
to him as the Apple of his Eye, are committed:to 
your Care, fo far as conceres their Relief cand 
Succour in outward things, and: this is a greater 
Truft; you are in thefe things Stewards tor the 
Church, yea Stewards for Chrift and itis requi- 
red of a Steward, thathe be found faithful > con~ 
fider' therefore the Duty,of your Places,’ and 
make Conftience of a faithful difcharge thereof, 
as knowing you muft give an account to Chrift, 
who hath appointed you to this Service, and with 
himethere is'no refpe& of Perfons. 
_ 2.: Compafiton ; Your Bufinefs and Employ- 
ment ts, to relieve the Neceflities of the poor 
Saints}. and-this you can never do with: a right 
Spirit, unlefs you have a fellow- feeling with-them: 
m their Neceilities, and do-by a gracious Sympa- 
thy, as.it were, put your {elves in their ftead’s. He 
that gives, muft do. it.with chearfulnefs,. and thar 
he will: never do, if Compaflion have not firft 
filled his Heart ; Remember that.this Office in the 


Church, isa Fruit of Chrifi’s Pity and. 


fion for the Poor 3 and it is your Duty to make 
your diftributions in that manner as may beit.re- 
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ent the pity and tenderne& of him whom you 
3. Prudence ; Your Pity. be: gnided by 
Diicretion 3 And as it 
thould have a plentiful anointing of the good and 
benign Spirit, that he may be kind and ‘affe@io- 
nately tender towards his Brethren, {0 it is no lets 
neceffary that he be full of Wifdom alfo, that he 
may rightly difcern of the Cafe and Circumftan- 
ces of thofe that are to be relieved by him; And 
that he may carry an equal, ballance in bis Mini- 
ftration; between the encouraging’ 


Diligence; “It is a: Service for Chrift that 
you are imployed an, and the Work of the Lord 
muft not be done negligently ; your Heart mu{t 
bean your Werk, and you muft not do it tex- 
quaw. atiud agens as by the By, witha flight and. 
indificrent Spirit 2 But as Hezekiah did the Work 
+31. @foGod tn hisplace, is; ir: 
every Work that he begat ix the Service of the Hoafe 
of (ved, and. ja the Lam, and Commandments to 
bis God; he did it with all bis Beart) And 
ktiow, that your Jabourfhall 
which immediately refpeds the Mens 
you are Chgaged in. Secondly 


C14) 
| 
One hand, and negiect of the real Diftreffes of 
apy on the other; both thefe are extreams to be 
And it'is certain that there is fo great a 
im the temper of Perfons; that-there 
| ilitbe need of diligent enquiry after the necefli- 
ties.of fome, whofe imodefty would hide them 
/ more than is meet, while the unreafonable impor: 
tumty of others needs a prudent check. = 
| 3 Chror 


4 


Duty ‘to give refpe& to $, as efteem- 


rable, For nfeth the Office of 
parchafeth to bimfelf a degree, great 
in the Faith which is in Chrift Fefuss But 
cially your Duty is to ineourage them in their 


Work 
Poor, 


enjoy they may always have'a fulficiency 


me of your Hearts to fo good a Work: But my 
will not admit of enlargement on 

The  ordaining of Elders in’ every 


City ov Church + which ‘was particularly given, 


Charge unto Tite, 


Bithope.or Elders are ordinary Officers} in the 
Church, of Divine Right and’ Appointment, and. 
are to be continned therein’ tottie end’ of ‘the 
Worlds: Their Office 16 fuperior to that of Dea- 
cons, as‘more hearly concerning the Good ‘and 
Edification of the Church, by fo much as the 
care and conduc of Mens ‘Souk doth tranfcend 
the care of the outward Man, and fupplies of 
temporal Life.. The care whichthe A poftles took 


for this Provifion im. the eco we have feen: 


fomething of in the open 


Bevel of the words, as al- 
in 


their Service in the ufefaland hondu- 


a free and plencifal contribution’ to the 
out of the abundance of thof that. - 


to provide for the relief of tho thar faffer. 
want. Many things might be urged for the open- 


the and. 
Or- 
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| C16) 
Ordaining of Perfons to this Work 5 it was _ 

done, as\Clemens faith, 
muons, the whole Church giving their confent and 
x, approbation’; And by their appointment it was, 
that when the Officers ordained by: themfelves 


Were dead, other approved Men fhould fucceed in 


ey WA their room, unto whom the Adminiftration of 
Holy Things in the Houfe of God was commit- 


dees tiv Acte ted, and by whom the Inftruétion and Govern- 


Clem Ep ment of the Church fhould be duly provided for. 


We have both the continuance of thefe Officers, 
and the reafon of it afferted, Epbef?4..11, 12, 13. 
And he gave fome Apoftles and fome. Prophets ; 
and fome Evangelifts ;.and fome Paftors and. Tea- 
For the perfeciing the Saints, the 
Work of the Minifiry, for the edifying a the Body 
of Chrift: Till we all come in tke Unity of the 
Faith, and, of the Kuowledg of the Son’ of God, 
unto a perfec Man, unto the meafure of the ftature 
of the fulnefs of Chrift. Thefe laft words are ma- 
nifeltly extended to the compleating of the intite 
Myftical Body of Chrift, and foto the period of 
the difpenfation of Grace inthis World, tll there 
fhall no longer be a Church on Earth.. And al- 
tho’ fome of . thofe Offices and. Gifts mentioned-in 
zerf, be now.ceafed, yet it is evident others 
of them: muft. continue to the.end, until that 
whereunto a Gofpel Miniftry is defigned, be per- 
f-&ly accomplifhed : And it very well agrces with 
‘the {Cope of the Apoftle’s difcourfe in this place,to 
make a joint mention of ,extraordinary and ordi- 
nary Minilters, {ince they, are all, given by Chrift 
for one and the fame end, the perfeGing of 
"his Myftical Body, which affords a good Argu- 


ment 


im 
. 
= 
‘ 


ment fir the Union of Chriftians im their diffe- 
rent meafures of Attainment, which the Apoftie 
here prefling them to. The Apofiks, ‘Pre- 


phets, and Evangelités, were of necellity tobe 


imployed in the laying of the Foundation of 
Gofpel-Churches, and the continuance of Pa- 
ftors and Teachers is no lefS neceflary for the 
continuance and carrying on of the Spiritual 
Building of the Church to the end of the World. 
And there is no reafon of concluding that: all 
thefe Officers muft always be in the Church, be- 
caufe they are here mentioned together, no 
more than there is to affirm that the power of 
working Miracics fhould never ceafe, becaufe 
the promife of fuch a Power to fome Believers, 
is’ indefinitely: givem out: with the! Promife of 
Salvation by Faith ¢n'Chrift, ‘which branch of the 
Promife is certainly extended to all Believers in all 
Ages, Mark 16.16,:17, 18. 
asit is de fado evident,that Miracles were 
for the confirmation of the Gofpel, in the firft 
promulgation of it, and are now ceafed; fo it 
is as plain, That the Officeand Gifts of Apottles, 
and Prophets, and Evangelifts, were for the 
firft planting of the Churches, and no longer 
tocontinue, than till chetr Qrder was fully fetled, 
‘and the Revelation of the Mind of God in the 
New Teftament perfected, and then the Wit 
dom of Chrift faw it beft to leave the Chur- 
ches to the Rule of his Written’ Word, and 
the guidance of their ordinary Ofhecrsaccording 
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The Officers which we are now treating of} 
Adverteeun- that are in our Text called Elders, wpeo 
in the very next words {tilled Bifbops or 
cium fignifica- Overfeers, (the like application of both thefe 
oi ene terms to the fame Perfons and Office you may ob- 
teri, &nomioe ferve in AG. 20.) and in the Epbef.. “Paftors and 
Epkcopi—— Teachers, And it. is evident the Holy Ghoft im- 
quidem horym tends no ditinétion, or preeminence of Office 
o'- among thofe that bear thefe: Characters, by any 
vseffici, Caje OF thefe different Ferms, but they are all fiited 
han, ty the fame. Office in its different refpects: Theft 
Mainifbers are fometimes called Elders, becaufe of 
their gravity, and precedency in the Houle of 

God, perhaps: with fome refpe& to:the Paternal 

Authority and Preeminence of the Heads of Fa- 
milies;:and Elders'of/the People amongft the 

| ratlites ‘of old at other times Bihops: or 
Overfeersbecaufetheir Work is to take the overfight 
of the Flock , and to acquit themf€lves as faithful 

Watchmen, who:watch for the Souls of the People 
committed to their Truft, that they may give an 

account of them to the great Shepherd with joy, 
Heb.33. 17. and not with grief: And becaufe it ts incumbent 
44, 20,28, omthem to feed the Church with the Words of E- 
ternal: Life, and to open the Mind of God to them 

from the Scriptures, that they may by. their Mini- 

ftry be inftruGed unto his Kingdom they are al+ 

‘fo ftiled:Paffons and Teachers. | 


Our way being thus far prepared by this gene- 
ral Account of the Office of Elderfhip, and the 
necefiary continuance of it.in the Church, many 
things do readily offer themfelves as proper to be © 
aifSourfed of under this Head, but (omitting. 
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C19) 
others) muft at prefent confine my, felf to, a 
brief enquiry after thefe two that follow; 
1, The Qualifications requifite in the Perfon 
_ that performs this Office. 
2. The Relative Duties of an Elder, and the 
People that he minifters to. ; 


_ Firft; As to the neceflary Qualifications of an 
Elder or Bifhop, they are particularly and fully 
defcribed to us, in this of Z7t. 1..6, 7, 8,.9..com- 

ared with 1 3, 2, 3,4, 556, and 7, verfes, 

he firft thing required in both places is, That he 
be blamelefs, not abfolutely without fin, for there 
are none {uch in the World, but free from any 


notable blemifh, or {Candalous offence in his Life, 


a Man whofe general carriage and deportment is, 


to the,adorning of that ,.DoCtrine. which he pro- 
fefleth, and mult teach to.others; And 
then, the Husband of one Wife; Itis not required 
that he bea married:Man, but fuppofing .bim to 
be fo, itis neceflary that he have been the Huf- 
band but of one Wife, viz. at one time 5 for tho’ 
he had repented of his Polygamy, yet the note.of 
his former. incontinency would. {tick upon him 5 
had no good hearing even amongft 
t “civdicod. Heathens ; and it was meet thata 
Bifhop fhould have a. good Report of them that. are 
without, Jeft be x into reproach, and the fnare of 
the Devil: And this doth alfo include fuch as, bad 
put away their Wivesand)married, others, which 
was a, thing that beth the. Jews and Gentiles -ufed 
to do, .a 


was utter ly forbidden: by. Chrift,, ex- 


| 1S 


ire 


< 
*e a 
¥ 
/ 
‘ 
} 
“ 
> 
4 
it? 


\ 
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tg Cinidren (ifhe have any and their courfe of 
Lifeunder his Family-difttpline muft be confi- 
desed 5 they muft be faithfel, not living {till in 
idolatry and Gentilifin, ‘fober: well-go- 
verned Life, being in fubje@ion to hrm with alt 
gravity’; for of itdo not appear that he rhles his 
awn Houfe well, how fhall he be eftcemeéd ‘fit to 
take care of the Church of God ? He muft alfo 
be vigilant, carcful and diltgent in his Work and 
Dury in the ftation wherein he hath been, orher- - 
wife he wil} be very unmeet for a Paftoral Charge, 
which requires perpetual watching 5 fober, and 
of a temperate Life, adorned with Modelty and. 
Moderation, and of a good bebaviour, full of gra- 
vity, and humanity im all his Deportment, not 
felf-willed, proud and heady, no firiker, nor 
foon angry, but 2 Man that hath good’Govern- 
ment of his Paffrons, and’ whofe mecknefs dit 
pofeth ‘him to inftra@ and’ exhort Men mith 
all Lowg-faffering and Dodrine He mutt not. 
be given'te much but fet in’ himielf an Ex- 
ample of Mortification to fenfital: Delights, ‘and: 
utterly deteft all unjuft and fordid ways of- heap- 
itig up, or keeping Riches for himfelf, as mot gi-. 
cen to Eacre, nor lyable to’ juft’ fifpirion . 
that he undertakes his Charge, from a bafe’ cove-. 
of any outward: Emoltments belonging: 
thereto, but.of ready Mind;,. and fincere 
to Chrilt; and the Souls of Men's, and he muft be 
given to Hofpitelity, that fo’he may go before 
others in all Offices‘of Kindnef§ and* Charity to- 
wards the Saints-;. no brawler, Titigiousor conten- 
ttous Man; but farnifhed both with Abilities: and 
a ready Mind to téach and: mftruét others and. 


2. | 
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therefore he muft be well futnithed » with! the 


Knowledg of the Myfteties of God himfelf, aad 
one that boldeth faft the faithfal Word a be hath 
been taught, that be maybeuble by found Dotirine 
both to exhort, and 16: conrince Gain-fayers, 
word, He muft bea Man Moly and Fuft him- 
felf} and a lover of ‘all that are aan yea, One whofe 
vertues Time hath proved and made confpi icuous, 
a {teady, and well-fetled Man; Not a Novice, or 
new Convett, left being lifted up with pride, be “full 
into. the wag io of the Devil. . This is the 
Rule of Triat that all Churches are bound. to. 
have in their Eye,.and diligently to attend to, in 
their EleGion of Elders; and when. they do fo; 


Chrift approves their choice, and'the Holy Chott A&. 10. 285 


makes their Overfeers 5. for both the Gifts, Grace, 
and Authority of a Gofpel-Minitter are front him 5. 
aad no ig Society. of Men under Heaven; 
can, de jure, make him:a Minifter that: Chrift- 
hath o valified for fuch aService ; for the va- 
lidity ‘of A@sodepends upon, and is- 
by, their conformity tothe Rule of 
€hrift’s Holy Willand Teftament. 

And as thefe ae Graces, and Vertues, ought 


ordained to that Charge be com+. 


mitted to-him 5. fo Ordination it behoves. 
him perpetually to endeayour the giving of amore 
abundant. proof of chem. in-himfelt, y a daily. 
increafe inthewExercife..° et 
But to-proceed 
Becoudlys The Relative Ditties of an Blderand’ 
me. People: are tobe confidered 5, 


The 


epree vifible in. him that is- 
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(C:22)) 
of {The dué-handling of this would require a juft 
Treatife,;bit it cannot be expected that I fhould 
enlarge upon, Particulars, nor indeed fo much as 
touch upon many things that do properly belon 
thereto 5 But all that Ican do, 1s briefly to.fj 
to fome things of a general and comprehentfive 
nature, with fome inforcement ‘of what may be 
e(pecially feafonable at this time : And, 


Fifi; We thall {peak to the Duty of an Elder 
in his place, ‘which is either: more pudblick, or 
more pridate ; for in both thefe refpetts,, he is 
under a bond of Duty to Chrift, and the Souls of 
the Members of ‘that Church which he. minifters 


~ 


We begin with. thofe Duties. which are 
more publitkly to’ be difcharged by him :,,.And 
i af Toftand, in fome: aefpedts, and.to in 
fame things, as.a Perfon betwixt God and 
the People: Miftake me not, He.is notto be a . 
Mediator between God and the Church, ,orin his 
own Interef{t to. interpofe himfclf betwixt God 
and. the» People, for, the. ing’ of; their 
ceptanee swith hitns an-Office and. Service 
for the ‘Church. no: Man on Earth, nor Saint or 
Angel in,Heaven is capable of The. Glory of it 
is Chrift’s peculiar: As theres but, one. God, fo 
inthis regard, there 1s but ome Mediator betwixt 
God and Men, the Man Chrifty Fefs, | But in 
two refpédsa Miniter ftands between God and 

1, As 
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(23) 

As he is to’be the Mouth'of the People un- 
to God, and to'go’before'them, ‘in the' Exercife 
thofe Gifts'and Graces which Chrift hath’ 
nifhed him with,’ in conceiving, and pouring out 
the publick Prayers of the Church to the moft 
High. And by fome this is taken to be the 
fpecial import of that faying of the Apoftle’s, in’ 
Att. 6. 4. “But we will give our {elves continually Atidui crimus 
to Prayer, aud tothe Minifiry of the Words They picbi fi 
feem equally to refpectt in both (viz. Prayers and’ 
the Minifiry of the Word) the publick difebarge of pice’ 
their Office in the Church 5 and there is nodoubt enda. Gror. 
but’ what is here mentioned; continues to bé ‘the ““” Hr 
Duty of ordinary Minifters: in their’ Station; 
much as‘it was theirs, ' And the Scripture knows | 
no other Provifion for the. orderly and profitable 
performance-of this Service inthe Church, ‘than 
what Chrilt hath*made by enduing Perfons with 
thofe Gifts, and fuch an anointing of his Holy 
Spirit, as may enable them to go before their 
Brethren therein. It would be very fad to’ have 
the Souls-of Men committed to’ the care of fuch 
as are fo unacquainted with, or imfenfible: of, 
their Spiritual ‘Concerns; as not to be in‘ fome 

ood. degree’ prepared for’ this’ part of their 

lork, to'be the Mouth of the People, in pou: 
ring out their folemn publick Prayers unto 
God. 

2. Ashe is to be the Mouth of God to the 
People, to deliver his Meflage from: God, and 
fpeak to them in his Name. It is eminently the 
Work and: BufinefS of a Paftor, To preach the : Tia 4,2. 
Word;. to. be infant in feafon and out-of feafon, to 


reprove,, 
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| rebuke, and. exhort with Lows Safsing 
aud Dottrive They are Minifters of 
God's Ambafladors Men, 
who. are to. difpenfe the Myfteries of God 
‘Church, and they ought all. dilige 
aTim.214,15 henewn, Studying to approve themfelves VVorkmen 
that weed not to be afhamed, rightly dividing the 
» Word of Treth; And woe will be:to him that un- 
Charge, and preacheth not the 
» «t= Gollpels .which is the fincere Milk, and Spiritnal 
Booed that the Souls of his Block continu- 
Oportet Epit- ty 1s lo y upon 
pra cafions where shel Things are treated: of in the 
Scraptures, thattherc isno need of any other Ar- 
gumems to enforce x, but what are obvious to 
every one’s Eye in the reading of ‘them; And he 
deferves not'the. Name of a be 


will not Ct fi ppofe) be 
fhould here Jay Save Rules for Preaching, or 

logical $tudigs in order thereunto: Only 

leave at, prefent. to recommend three he nn 

thole that ane fa and folemn a Charge 
ro preach the Gofpel.. 

1. Let your Care be, ‘to deal wich the Souls 
and Coniéiences of Men, as knowing that it is 
Souls which. you are to la- 

alter, .a Cage of Souls that is committed 
and) an. ‘ef ahem that you mutt 
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tify'the itching Ears or wanton Fancies of Men, 
but to fpeak to their Hearts, by manifeftation’; 
q the rath, to recommend your elves every That, Id ha- 


omodo 
ipturarum 
medullas 


Eay out your pains in’ a folid explaining of the 


rinciples of Religion, ‘anid ‘accom! pane, fed quo- 

modation of them ‘to practicé that fintere Pie- modo aures 

ty, and the power of Godfinéfs, may prortio- 

ted by your Miniftry | Prefs the patticular Duties culis mulce. 

of Men in evéry Relation and ‘Capacity’ upon 
then,’ warn them ‘of the ‘fleights ‘Satan 5. re- 

 buke their Errors and! Diforders,' that’ go aftray 5 

comfart the and broken'in Heart; And 

m thefe ‘Diligence, | Boldnefs, Jack 

Fndultry Of Labourbe wanting, 

~ 9. That this may be acoomphthed, Be fare that 

you fpeak as the Oracles of God, and deliver that 1 Pet. ¢ 11. 

Do@rine to the People which ts drawa from the 

pute Fountain ‘of God's Word? “It 4s no 
than ‘the Evidence of Divine ‘Authortty, 


| 


y 
on from 


will work upon the Soul, and command the Von: 
{sence of a Man's whether it be by way of Com- 

fort, Exhortation, orReproof, “it 1s the ftamp of 

Heaven upon the Things delivered by yon, case 
reridders them powerful’; Letit therefore be your 
principal care ini Preaching,” clearly to'open, ‘and 
to apply ‘the ‘Scripture 

rearers a" bear away thi Com cri 

not enough that, pak be true 

and’ Make Conference © | 

giving, what in you lies, the very fence of the “4m 


fi. 


crt 

291 
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x Cor. 1. 23- 


( 26.) 
+ Holy Ghot in the Scriptures that you {peak to 5 
‘and. weaken not.excellent Truths, by wringing 


~~ them out of fuch Texts .as. intend another thi 
"The word .of God is Sacred, and.muft be: hand- 
with all religious relpe& and reverence. , pi: 
oyime-Dhings will:adnnt.of notrifling, 
Remember that the. Duty,of Place is, 
Not preach..your felves, but,.Chrift. Fefwa. the 
Lord His Glory muft the.Mark: aimed at by. 
your Labours,.and his .Grace,,the principal, 
Subjed of your. Difcourfes,; not.a Philo- 
fophick Harangue. that, will., fave the. Souls. of 


Men, but the. preaching .of Chrift Crucified His 


Rom,1.16, Gofpelis the Power of God unto Salvation to. them 


Colof, 2. 3. 


that believe ; and his Holy.Name.is the Ointment 
that perfumes all Exercifes’; Therefore 
I will not only fay,, Let there be Aliquid Chrifti, 
fomething Chritt in, every but Jet 
Chrift be the beginning, middle,, and.end of your 
Difcourfes for in him are hid.2d the: of 
Wildomand Kxowledg ; in him: is the Fountain 
and Head-{pring of all true 
So much for the -firft Thing, 


adly, Unto. the publick Work and of 
a Bifhop. or,.Elder,: belongs alfo the, Adminiftra- 
tion, of. the Sacraments, or, Ordinances. of... pofi- 
tive, Inftrtution, in the Church 5 and. 


the, Lond’s Supper 5 /This appertains, to that Di- 
fpenfationof the. ylteries of God 


mitted tohim, and to, that feeding of the Sheep 
of Chrilt which is required of him... And then, 


odd 10° oti) oil voy 
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3dly. It is his, Duty to take care of: thé diiciex- 
ercife of Church, jand the» right 
ordering of all things pertaining to the Govern- 
ment thereof He is the Overféer of God’s Houfe, ted.13. 
and is to rule therein, not in a defpotical or lordly 
Way, but by the Feftament of Chrift, as: becomes 
a Minifter, and as one fet over the Lord's Heri- 
tage who are a voluntary People, and) to ‘be: go- 
verned net with force and rigor, but with: their 
own confent. All the Brethren have an’ Intereft 
inthe management of Church: Affairs, in the ad- 
miflion, and éjeGion of Members; yet this'de- 
nies.not a peculiar, Goncernment the:Elder* in 
thefe things, and of theit due: Adminy 
Stration | will efpeciallybeicharged upon him, if 
guilty thereof... And:in thefe:things, great Pru- 


goings out.and gomings.ia thereof bewell:took’d 
to.; If.Members, be not received with due:cau- 
tion, our Number, may be snareafed, but, notour 
Joy, aad ifanyybe precipitanely;fand without juit 

in pll-thefe things, an Elder niuft-endéas 

your, demean :himfelf, thatun the whole 

-courfe of there may be keptsup 

a very, lively -reprefentation. of \thée Love, Care, 
 Witdom, Compattion,.: Faithfulness, vand/ Rat 
ence. Lord .Jefis: Cheift..wkom she 


D2 


dence, Lendernels, Impartiality 
isrequixed of $s:a!;Matter! of «great im» 
portanee, that the Gates:of} the Lord's Houle, the 


(28) 


fay:no more of Duties that are in- 
cumbent of a Paftor in’ the publick Exercife of tit 
But in the next place 


Secondly, There are fe Duties of great impor- 
tance to the Souls of Men, which an Elder is 
bound diligently to ateend the dilcharge of in a 
more-private and particular way. He'ts obliged 
to for, arid over 
ple, t diligently to enquire and fearch 
into the his Flock That thofe who are 
in danger to err for want of counfel may be dit 
rected); the unruly warned and ‘rebuked feeble 
and deje&ed Souls ftrengrhened, comforted,» and 
 andthofe that are befét with 
culties and Temp (uecoured and relieved. 
Unto an unwearied dil: in thefe' thing’; Paid 
excites.the Elders of the Churchiat by his. 


Hoxfe to 1a: The tike he 
and = Gy. bolily,.' ‘ama 
unblame ably, 


betreve: box we exhorted, ad com- 


forted, and yon, Pater 
his Children) That 


( 

| 

Chtitt' and teach- 

plying Things to them according to théit'va- 


((29)) 


rious and: Conditions:) “that mizy 


prefent every Meats perfect. in Che 3 Where- 


enlivened: by an d Minifter 


does not live ‘overvthe Inftrudtions gives ‘to 
others, and appean a burning andfhining Light 
in. Life. and Converfation,:as:well Dodriné, 
hisiill:Manners) hisrt; than: all 
Words, ever have :the 
greateft influence upon Men 5 Verba: docent,, Fixe 
emspla 3. Thesefore is.that' charge fo 
ated, Fhat'they fhould all 
Enfas totbe Flock. | 


but; two: encow 
‘agement and quickening of a Paftor to'his Duty 5 
fam up undes taro 


Authority you are tovattin yourplace:. You are 
tment 1s Dy y 

are made an Overfeer,therefore take heed to ie 
elf. and’vo the Flock of A. like) Argument 
ox. Motiye is in: that. ny ood 
Axchippus, ; beed tothe Miniftry shat thite 

received 30 the, Lardy, that. 
in the Lord, 4s tobe iraployed. in a Sere 
, andby bis Order and Authority. 
Cand others like to 


vo) Bed Bag there isa neal dignity.and. worth i spe 
Office which you ard ito He thet fase 


tii: A 
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Maty28 «ir. 


theirLord 5: and shrice happy: 


the Offiee of @2Bifbop (faith Apoltie?): elt fires -2 
ood It is:an-Office‘thatia Man labour 
but good Work, viz. that 
whichis honourable aswell as.ulefil, ‘as'the word 
fignifies andvyou know :Difficilie pul- 
thea,’ honourable Imployments~are not without 
their burdem:. Men. this. Fundtion 
bat Jet dovithat dilcourage-you Chrift-hath ho. 
noured:¥ou,)and Jet the Gra 
titude to him, bear you!above all Difcouragements 
toia faithful! sditharge oftiyour ‘Truft;and thar 
with boly boldnef,) and:fortitude of Mind. 
2. If you have recived your-Office from -Chrift, 


‘you mult be refponfible to him for the difcharge 


offat3 Stewardscmultoneiday pivean laecount to 
to whom 
fhall” an’ the daycof dome thou 
good fait bfub Servants) camber! into the Foy 
of thy Lord. Thereis nothing tends morc to_en- 
gagbus colull diligenoeand tn our Pla- 
ees, uthin:adéep and fixédethought of ‘that 
we ‘be brought at 
the Kangdom and Appearing ‘of ithe ‘great Shep- 


seeped-his gracious 
‘the diffictalties that’ 


nve and afiiftanee in afl 
actend Fok this We hive 
hisword with you to ‘the end: of 
youmay be uted, you fiiall 
never ibe forfaken of. me; anditho' your Burthen 
mayfomevimes prefs you witha great weight, yet 


“my ftrength fhall be made in! your weake 


(Grace always be ififfickent: ff 
you's fects the Graceand 
a 


Chri implaye th his Werle, may 
| 


a Minitter muft.depend 
ecfs of’ his Labours from 
fuchatexpect 


m5 and-having ground for 
ation; det him not faint fromthe 


prehenfion of anyxhardthip’ or 6ppofition® that. 


tnay his way:3: forcall‘Power in Heaveh and! 
Farth isin his Hand,'by:whom he is impléyed.) ©: 
Seeing be is ingaged in Chrift’s Sebvice,) the 
Reward: of Faithfulnefs: therein'ié fares Chrift: 
will not fail to fhew himfelf a bountifuly Lord and 
Matter to thofe that ferve him: None ever were, 
or fhall be lofers-by doing his!Work.i: This isthe 


incouragement that Peter lays before the Elders of © 


the. |Churchy. and sexhortssthem to life: up “their 
Héartsto Pet.5..4.. And’ thief Shep» 
herd fhall appear, ye fhall receive a Créwn of Glory. 
that fadéth wot away : And-this will be a fufficient 
compenfation of: all. your forrow and itravel.heres 
Look how: much your! laboumshaths been*more: 
than others, God will cloath: you: the! brigh= 


your ‘Grown and your Joy,:wheny they have 


for ever and ever. 


neany to Righteoufmefs, fall: 


thé’ Tempéral Concerns of this»Life, butthe Af- 
fairs of Eternal ‘Life the Bufinefs»of your 
Stewardfhip : Now oné Soul is: of mores worth 
than all the World, becaufe:immortal;: and made 
for an Eternal State The Influence that the Mix 
of the Word hath into, the future ftate of 

Men,' made fay; as. man’ is. 


\t 


spon; ‘and: the 


ter Raysof Glory 5 your! 


Secondly, Confider, That the Carevancd 
Charge of Souls that is committed to you; not. 


“Men 


ffficient for thefe Téangs Theyarether Souls of 


(32) 
Men that God thought it worth the giving of. his 
Son: to redeem,. and Chrift thought not 
much:to fhed:his precious Blood for ; the Church 
of Men which God hath purchated to 
by! this own ‘Blood,! and now committed 
to viaadiains and appomted you to watch for 
thtsr. Sonis, thenefore take to your felves, 
your Flock; for if any 
inan eviliway thro’ 
them, They die in their fins, bat God will require 

now Salk thinly that lies 

Ableand Gaithful Paftors are a great’ Bleffing, 
of Chrift’s Love to his Church, 
and che as:well expects requires her improve- 
mento Talent, the chearful per- 


er:Duty ‘towards her Minilters, as 
y charge them to themfelves 


acquit 
places. 1 am 
under a neceflity of bringin 


courfe into a narrow compafs 3 an therefore thall 
to you bat oar 


Love, Re- 
and Honour,’ for:::his: Work-fake ; And 
that ‘you make a doe ipament there- 


‘You owe to your Paftor great Love, 


God 


(‘Thissour iApoftle with great 
earheftnefs'; for anftance! {ee 1 13. 


Aud we befeech yix, Brethren, to is; to 
acknowledg due shen nibich labour 
among jou, and-are over you tethe-Lord, and 


“a | 
> 
“ 
7407 


monifh you, and ta e coms) 
for their. Wor Let the. Elders. 
that Rule well, be, counted morthy of double Honayr, 
1 Tim. 5.17. If you. have a true Friend. inthe 
World, it is he that watcheth for your Souls, tells 
youthe Truth,and travels night and 


you perfec unto God: And let not his faithful 
nefs in admonifhing caufe an abaternent of 
your love to him ; but.if you love your own Sal-. 
vation, Jet .it rather raife your, efteem of him 5 
‘No wife. Man will hate his Phyfician for. giving a 
irurgeon, for performing an Operation pa 
to bim, when the re(toring or 4 of a 
Merabes bis Body depends 
pains to you the good Tidings of Salvation, and 
publifheth;Peace, deferyes to; have ‘his Feet 
and be ‘with the 
and -R that's due to fo a Mefiage, 
and ok it: Chrift will not 
contempt of his Meffengers, therefore take heed 
_ that you provoke him not, by cafting a {Cornful 
Eye upon them ; nor rob your ownSouls of the 
benefit of their Miniftry, by entertaining evil 
You owe and Obedience to 
“them in the difcharge of their Office, and in. the 
-exercife of that Rule and Overfight which Chritt 
"hath, committed. to them, for, your Edifigation 5 
theme shat have the Ryle over ama. 
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James 3. 1. ‘Bre 


nor 
i 
‘aha rit 
dience the 


Huthble 


Goll’ 


ad thé pt 


e of ‘their 


fonformi ed; 
‘the a emonftration, ‘Of 
criptares, 
or fibinit to from‘ his Paftor, ik 


ation. 


And.as;ei your Duty to receive the DoGrine 
Chrilt Gifpented With 
and with humility to ‘to ‘the Ditti- 
Which they ‘exercifé, according’ tothe Au- 
thority ‘they recived “Chrift’s 
which. 


| 
» “ic 
witnc 
and ‘Jud; 
W i) d- 


which have the Rule have fpoken to 


end of their of; th 
as. they. are, of is for if 
verfation, in Charity, Spirit, ie in Purity; 
it mayft lef the Duty, of ethren. to 
write after their Copy, and cgnfosm,to their yo 
ample.in all: For, df, they dit 
charge’ of this Office, be not improved, by che 
Church unto shear: Edification. and real grow 
Grace and Holine&, the end: of it’ as to 
3dly. You are concerned. to continue in- 
recom 
of Chugch.s and; #-he thought .them 
fo neceflary. belp,:we:have much: more 
-_xeafon.to accaynt them fo for, ours ,, The, tempr 
tations of Muinifters afte, Many); they, shave. great 
Difficulties and Difcouragements to. confit, wath. 
And. their Work is fach,, as can neyer fill: up 
and Affiftance the Holy Gb the fuc 
all.their Labours depends vponia Divine Ble 
and the prefence of God with hems anddém thele 
things both the Glory: of Chrilt, ‘and, the Comfort 
and Edification of your own nearly. cofi- 
cerned; which is a fuafficient Reafon for your 


tol Yo gaillorg ofl) ba sadly, 
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of God 


quires ich 


Hon. 


nifty oe their abe abd ‘Manifterial 


“ahd 
‘Peo 
Ahi 
‘ion, or 


this 


‘and’ etidniftration of 


‘Gd re 


without ‘the exercifé of’ 


udgment,’ as jt fs in the ‘Papa- 


‘the, bind, “til! both: ffl 


dhe Law OF ts 


take heed ‘of 


ceive the 'preater 
And. as your Du 
“of d ‘by't 
and with 


to receive Doatrine 
h ‘With 
to fubmit to ‘the Ditci- 


which they exercife, According’ to’ the 


“Ou ght, you te jou to Pp 


faye: received ‘Chrift fo 'alfo. 


oly for 
them 
which. 


— 
fag | 
age 
Uf ‘ 
4. ‘or too ‘wife,’ torec ive Inftrir- 
pation. 
James 3 is Spi- 
| 


reafon.to acceynt them fo for, outs tempr 
tations of Minilters; are, many,;, they.:h 
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which have the Rule over ny who have fpoken to en 


Be, 
as they. are, of for if- 


be Enfamples tp theig Brethren, Come Tim. 4. 12. 


verfation, in Charity, ig Spirit, ie Raith, in Parity 3 
it miyft be ,no Jefs the Duty, of their Brethren to 
write after their Copy, and ¢confosm. 
ample. in Things. ;. Fox. if: the) dit 

charge’ of, ,this Office be improvedsby the 
Church unto thea dif and real geowth.in 


cation, 


Grace.and HolineG, the end. #10 is 


49 
You are concemped. continue 
Sane to,God for them:;:.Y ou. know, the 
Apoftle “Paul often, secommends co, the 
rayers of Chugch.5 and; if-he thought them 
fo. necefjary. for, his, help, :we:have much more 


shave. great 
Difficulties and Difcouragements to confit. wath 5 


And their Work js fuch,, as they can neyer fill up 
their Places. as’ -but, by the Special 
\s the 


Labours depends pends uponia Divine Ble 

of God with andim thele 
both the Glory. of and, the Comfort 

Edifestion of your own nearly. 

mie» ; which is a fufficient Reafon for your 


making. Confeienesof| this anil, worl 
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gebly. You ate bound, ‘aecording to your Abi- 
lity,’ to’ provide a comfortable ‘and hotiourable 
Maintenance ‘for them. ‘Let hims that taught, com- 
with him that teacheth IN’ ALL GOOD 
THINGS deceived,.'God is not mocked, 
Gal. 616, 7: “Thef€ words calf not ‘only for a 
Maintenance of Minifters, but for fach a plentt- 
ful Cotitributton as may make- them partakers 
with! you good ‘Things If God~blefs the 
wegation with a’ plentiful Portion ‘of 
World's Goods, it-is thetr Duty: to make their 
nifter a. Party with them in their flourthing Con- 
dition ; and confidering the Place and Imploy-.- 
menthe is in; and the Service he attends, it would 
be extreamly unworthy: to think you have done 
enough: if his prefling~ Neceffities: be anfwered, 
while ‘you abound in Superfluities. ‘If theCon- 
their-Minifter-muft be content 
tobe poor with them, yea, ‘rejoyce to approve. 
himfelf a Mintfter-of Chrift by ‘Nas 
kednefs, if the Providence of God call him-there- 
to > But while it is in the Power of your Hand te 
evide better for him, God expects it-from 
will -he faffer Commands to be- flivhred 
and: evaded, -without rendring’ a-juft rebuke to 
the Offender For what foever a Mean foweth, tha 
Now.that you may the better-undérftand how 
far- you are concerned in this Duty, before I 
progeed. to the farther prefling of. it, ler me 
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(37) 
put you in remembrance; 
1. That Minifter is bound to attend wholly 
and only upon his Calling inthe. Miniftry, and 
not to entangle bimfelf in the Affairs;of this Life, 
that he may pleafe ‘him by whom he:is called ‘ito 
this Spiritual Warfare ; and nothing but real Ne- 
cefliry’ may difpenfe with the contrary, ;.-his 
whole Time and Strength is little enough to: be 
imployed in the Work he is called to; he mut 
pive himfelf to the Miniftry of the 'Word ‘and 
Prayer, and continue in Reading; Meditati- 
on, asa Man wholly devoted unto Gofpel- 
Service and is therefore by his Call to the Mini- 
{try, fecluded from thofé Ways and Means of 
providing for his own Subfiftence, as the Trades 
and fecular Imployments of others furnifh them 
with 5 that his Mind, by the cares of worldly 
Bufinefs, may not be diverted : from that fludy of 
* God’s Word, and Care of Soulsy which the duty 
of his Station engageth him to: And if he may 
not expofe himfelf to the;careful Thoughts that 
accompany worldly Bufinels, tha’, tending ‘to -his 
rofit : Certainly it is no way meet that he fhould | 
left toiconflidt with the thorny Cares of a ne- 
ceflitous ‘Condition, .while thofe he..minifters to 
have Means to prevent it. 9) 
2. Itis no lefs the Duty of a Minifter, than of | 
other Men,to provide for his Family; and (what aera 
lies in‘him)} to.take care of-his Wife and Chil- 
dren, that they may not be left.expofed toa thou- 
{and Miferies and Temptations when he. is.gone 
I confef, of ‘all Men. in the World, .covetous 
raking. Temper work becomes a. Miniffer 5 but 


* 
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you to it, asto’ the matter of 
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we greatly miftake, think: he: moft ‘diveft 


hiinfelf of the due AffeGiom of “an Hufband to- 
tvards Wife, or ofa Father towards his°Chit- 
dred s'‘ofothat thofé Fruits thereof, which are 
‘efteemed in others, thould 

An Blder or Bittiop is a {pecial Chaiige 
to ufe Hofpitality, nd to fet in himfelf a pattern 
of Charity and compaflionate Bounty to poor 
Souls : And if ‘it be hts Duty to be hofpitable and 
charitable in an “eminent degree; then without 
Controverfy the People are concerned to endea- 
vour that he may :be capable ‘of giving proof'of 
this Grace in him, by the exercife of it as s there is 


a 


Thek bemg premifed, 
that you lie under the 
to 

mic 


T fhall dew yon; 


2. B Appointment 


of Chrift. 


On the a¢count of ‘the’ preat 


uity and Juftice. 


And from ‘hence our Apoftle takes his fir Plea, 
bis Charger Who meyavd, and 


vateth wap of the ‘Or 
by Flock , 
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Flock, and eateth' wot ‘of the’ Milk of Flock ? 
he° Miniftr ‘is ‘a ‘Warfare, undertaken’ at ‘the 
Command of Chit; ‘for the Service of your 
Souls; and it is as ‘reafonable that thé Miniftér 
fhould réceive a fiipply of outward things from 
you, as itis that a fairhful Souldrer fhould receive 
his Pay, from his ‘Captain at the charge of the 


Commot-wealtH; “for whofé thlitate, 
Shall @ Man'féed a Flock ('as'a Paftor'does)) aiid 
be denied toeat Of the Milk of that Flock, which 


itis his work'to keep and feed Or’ is it’ Conifi- 
ftent with ‘comition Juftice, ‘to deprive a_Man of 
the Fruit of that Vineyard which ts planted“and 


manured own Labour ? Such 1s the cafe in 


refpect of ‘Maintenance between a Minifter and 
the People ft is not ‘your Charity’ that T ask'for 
him, ‘but Fuftice and that 'I plead’for' "He ‘is 
imployed in your Seryice, and of'right fhould 


five upon ‘your Nay, you have called 


him off ftom ‘other and 
‘Maititenance is a3 due from you as 15 the Wages of 
your Servant ; ‘tho’ I'fear 
meanelt Servant “in, their Houfe, than they are 


ufinefs, and ‘therefore “his 


willing to do to their Certainly, ifyou 


chufe as you ought, your Minifters are not of the. 
lowest of the People, but may Be ‘allowed to have 
‘a {hare of Parts, common and Ability 
for BufineG, -with other Men ;' and could manage 
Trades, or fall into other Imployments, ‘andiget 
Eftates as well as you, if they wer¢ not denoted to 
a better Services and mutt they -néeds'be devoted 


Neceflities “and ‘Mifety ‘inthe 'mehour that 
‘they enter upon’the Miniftry 


give more to 
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either was at written for the fake 


re, to the ‘Service of his 


the Inereale of the whole Land 


divers Advant 


exceed 4 
-abroga 


ess, fo that 


but.one Tribe in‘twelve, 


Of them, rbefides the Firlt-Fruits and 
a 
abrogated, 
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their. Minifters, is too evident to require 

Learning. w 

to but, Poverty, anti Daltrefs: thereby. 
Or. \Minifter, be capable to, 
wath the waiver fal of Thi 
g. to\ his, Work, thatsbath no Means 
viding for his own Information, sor no Time. free 


tala 


from Cane and worldly Bufintefs %Aind:the difads 


ntage Of this;will iat tothe (hare of the 
People ‘that -he minitters 20. that oonfiders 
thatthe Holy Seriptures.are driginally written im 
Hebrem.and Greek, haive a hard. Fon Forehead 
if /he,deny theafefulne&s of Learning to a Mini- 
fter ;, befides,.: many; other things there are 
call for, at, in reference opening 

Scriptures, which, cannot upon: 
is; not, without diligent ;and 
Things of,,God cah be feanched out, and 
propoled to.yau,' as to.enrich your Minds with 
folid knowledg of them, I'onfefs, 
a little Learning, and lefs Study, may furnifh a 
Man with, fagh.aDifcourfe as may! pleafe. fame 
weak ,Perfons,,ithat .judg.of,a. Sermon ‘bythe 
loudnels of. the Voice,.and affectionate Senten- 


thet fancy themfelves vfed withy 
the A thes.of jing 


ords,; and: Cadenry. of 
terme: jn, a Dak But: alas; the. 
warmth of Afiecien chat is {tizred 
is as d.asia,Land-Flood. shat 
le thas ‘will tloi che: Soulsaf his: Peo-. 
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ete feed them with 'Knowledg and 
ing “tind eadeay tir’ to" maintain 4 
conftant Zeal ari@” Affettion’ in them, ‘by well: 
informing their Judgments, atid Tach an’ opening 
of the'Mind of God from the Sctiptures, ‘as may 
command their Conffiences And this is not to 
be expected, ‘but ‘from’him that labours in his Stu- 
dy: as well as Pulpit: Miftake me not 
know the fuccefs, and Fruit of all the {tutlies and 
labours-of that ‘preacherh the Gofpél; is from | 
the “Grace'and ‘Power ‘of ‘the Holy Ghoff; ‘but 
the alfiitance of the Spirit's to be expected by us 
in the way of our Duty. Thele things might be yet 
applied <more home to’ my efent purpofe but 
srhaps fome will thiak' the is too much faid al- 
ready (thot Theartily with not’ need- 
ful and ny’ to’ put a peridd to this 
Bxetaife)” ‘And*ierefore 1 will orily add‘a' word 
for the’ enforcement’ of this aiid’ the’ other Duties 
which’l have before you, ‘By accommodati 
the fame things'to' you; were before touched, 
and of yourPa- 
ftor im’ his Duty. 


lis Firft Retnember that’ your’ ‘Paftoris ‘the Mi- 
one that 


er of C 
Narhe § afid’théi 
adting’ it ‘Place, | aécording"to his” 
Lord Jefas will that tb hitiel that. 
48 done to his’ Mitifter ‘He’ that Mat.t 0.40) 
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ne vant Of thote Duties tha have. been 
: t you love, him, »and value his. Gafpel, treat not 
his Minifers in, an-unworthy, manger and. for- 
| Bct hat he who, gavejhis Life aRantom fur, 
WEN of the greateft Jove 
om you,. and tobe by, you, mot 
but with your and the 
5 your -Salogti 
4 Aes 
[ not with Grief far that ix 
> 
q tual to the faving of your if you be 


ad 


meas: of Salvation; wai>the ;Words-and 
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pences.of Ghnift/ and a Goipel- = (Mang 
shere are,. that:befidesia Provifidn. of: Neceflaries, 


‘carbexpend perhaps an buhdréd pounds 


mote or lef, for the Convenience, Ornament, ‘or 


Delight of frail Carcafsy:that will fo 
Poor, of ithe: Gofpel- 


five, ten, or twenty pounds that 


much for a Phyfician, in recompence of his skill 
and care about them; when it may be they can. 


fcarce afford half fo much to him that continually 
ftudies and travelsto promote the Cure and Sal- 
vation of their fick Souls; But when Men come 


to be throly pofieft, That Eternity is no Fiction, . 


and the Gofpel is the only means of efcaping 
they will take other meafures about thefe things. . 


To conclude : We have 
thofe gracious ‘Provifions that 


the. 
to’ come, and inheriting Eternal Glory, 


fomething of 
Chrift in his Wit-.- 


dom and Faithfulnefs hath made. for his Church, . 


in the appointment of Deacons for the refrefhing 
of the Bowels of the. Poor, and ‘Paftors for the 


guidance and nourifhment of your Souls unto 


the Duty he expects both from the rs and 
Members in his Church tothe end of the World ; 
What now remains, But that we all in our places 
make Canfcience of living over his Commands, 
(for if we know thefe things, happy are we if 
we do them) and practically acknowledg his 


Eternal Life: We have heard fomething alfo of 


> 
ts 
rt 

a 

A 
- 
* 
a 
a 
4 
a 
® 
2 
? 
e 


Cas) 
Paithfulnels, with conftant admiration 
Gracej»and the return of. Pratfts to 
Bruits of: Which thae-you 
Gad of: Peace that’ brought: again from 
efus, that great Shepherd of 
the Sheep, thro’ the of the: Everla img Cove- 
nant; Make you in every good her's to do 
bis Wad, om gn. you that which 
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| | 
He Works of Fofephus with Cuts, Folia. 
The Packet ot Letters, Quarto, 
| Gentleman's Recreation with Cuts, 
Drammond's sof ot Scorland’, Containing the Lives. 
_ and Reigns of Famer the Firkt, the'2d;the 34, the thy. 
eigns ames the Sixth, and C 
| their barles cHe-¥ irtt, with, 
ADifcourfe of Friendthip, 
Vincent’s Difcourfe of Chrift’s certain and faddain appear-- 
_Flavell’s Navigation Spiritualized. Offava,. 
~ The downfal-of feveral Great Men, or. Popifhi Plottings, 
net.to be parallel'd in former Ages being a Scafona- 
ble Warning forthe Times,.12s, =. « | 
Robinfon's Learning-Foundation ; teaching to Spell and: 


to Read Englifh.. 12s. ‘ 
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